
Tap O’Noth Community Council Minutes


Monday 20th April 2026


Present Sharon Stoneman, Robin Baird Tryphaena 
Jordan, Paul Manning, David Grant, James 
Grant, Carol Bristow, Chris Thornley, John 
Humphrey, Cllr Goodhall, Janice Smith online. 

3 online. 3 in person. No apologies.

Welcome SS welcomed everyone.

Declaration Recording allowed. No conflict of interest.

Minutes Previous Minutes approved, proposed RB 
seconded CB.

Treasurers 
Report.

Bank Balance £12,008.76

Wetland Legacy £1083.47

Defibrillator £1440.63

Microgrant £5900.15 (after £500 due to Seed 
Box)

Unrestricted £3001.38


Matters arising

Rhynie School 
Kitchens.

No update. Agreed to remove this item from 
the agenda.


Kennethmont 
Footpath.

Cllr G reported no update. However, he 
believed things were progressing, Money for 
the path will come from Safe Routes to School. 
Still waiting for exact crossing places and 
speed limits.

Defibrillator
PM checked today and all working.

Log Bank 
update.


TJ has a few bags to deliver this week which 
will leave approximately 8 bags. Please 
contact if anyone wants or needs them.



Local Place 
Plan

CB has submitted the LPP, but the lady doing 
this has been off, contact will be made on her 
return.

Web Site 
update.

CT will send out the website design in an email 
for approval. If agreed we can then go live.  
We will be able to log on and add things such 
as events. CT happy to continue to maintain it.

NESCC No update

Clashindarroc
h Panel 
meeting 
updates.

JS, JG – Latest draft of the governance 
documents was circulated to the panel 
members for comment last week, but there 
are still a few details to be sorted out. Another 
update is expected this week. This via email 
from JS. Confirmed by JG. 

Pop Up Bob JG has it and will give to CB for use in Clatt. 
General consensus that the 20mph speed limits 
were not working, with lorries going through 
villages above the speed limit. JG thought 
P.U.B had made a difference in the past in 
Kennethmont. It was agreed to try it in Clatt 
and then pass it along to another councillor 
from another village. 



Microgrant 
Guidance

Much discussion about conflicting guidance 
given by Foundation Scotland Website 
regarding the amount of award payments. 

This is still to be resolved as the committee 
could not agree on the amounts that should be 
awarded. JG pointing out that Vattenfall the 
provider of the money has differing advice to 
that of Foundation Scotland the administrator. 
No reconciliation was forthcoming. However, 
we did agree that all other matters on the 
Micro Grant Guidance were acceptable. The 
Guidance from TONCC should have been done 
by March but we have been given an 
extension.  The monies are now in the TONCC 
account.


RB Has been in contact with Foundation 
Scotland regarding the matter but JG does not 
agree with what was told to her as to the 
financial matters. RB will speak to Foundation 
Scotland again to have in writing a definitive 
statement on financial awards. 

There is a matter of urgency as some 
applications are time sensitive. It was hoped 
to get a definitive reply within a week so these 
grants applications could be discussed and 
finalised. All applications will be carried 
forward.


At public questions Amanda Reid from the 
floor, and others pointed out the discrepancy 
on Foundation Scotland Website. She noted 
that she will be writing to them for clarity. She 
will share the response with TONCC. She did 
not see how TONCC could possibly administer 
grants when the information was conflicting.



Coreen Wind 
Farm

A very informative talk by Chris Hamlett 
regarding the Correen and Suie Hill Windfarm. 
They are no further ahead and are unlikely to 
progress before 2030. There is a massive queue 
in the list of pending applications for grid 
connection. His presentation will appear on 
the TONCC website.

Best place to comment is for TONCC to 
respond to the Scoping document.  To date, 
TONCC has been the most influential 
Community Council in the area in this respect. 
Thanks to CB. All public concerns must be done 
through the Official Portal no emails allowed. 
Suggested that we contact Force 9 regarding 
another response to the scoping opinion 
regarding the requirement for an additional 
scoping opinion as the application was not 
submitted within 12 months. CB and RB to 
respond

Planning 
Applications

None applicable for comment.

Aberdeenshire 
Councillor 
UPdates

Nothing to report

Corresponden
ce

Letters have been received for Authority to Act 
on Pylons. Advice to get professional help 
before signing. Advice should be paid for by 
developer but verify first. 


Update on community benefit strategy issued 
by Aberdeenshire Council.


 Aberdeenshire Council want information about 
communities that clean and take care of their 
memorials. They would like a report back on 
memorials in the area that are cared for by 
volunteers. 

Roads are still in a disgraceful situation and 
inefficient fixing.




Area Reports Kennethmont - Nothing.


Rhynie – Barrier opposite the school still not 
fixed. 

Drain by the Bridge on A97 repaired when the 
culvert was repaired but the dangerous bridge 

parapet was not repaired.


Public Toilets. Phyllis Beverly informed JH and 
TJ that they are in order and that JS of RCT 
has it under control. To have control of the 
upkeep of the toilets returned to TONCC we 
must apply to Aberdeenshire council at 
contract renewal time. 


RCT AGM 10th May in No 14, 15:00.


Clatt – Drain blocked at the village hall next to 
Defib’. PM has cleared it. 


Council is responsible for Play area 
maintenance.


Road sign between Clatt and Little Towie for 
Rhynie is still down and thrown in the ditch.


Gartly- Nothing.

AOB Flowers are due in 2-3 weeks weather 
dependent.


AGM will be at Ardmore Distillery with a site 
tour.


DG asked about an ICO request that he asked 
for.  SS reported that she had forwarded 
everything and taken advice regarding the 
situation. 


Next Meeting


Micro Grant

May 11th Ardmore Distillery 7.30


Microgrants were deferred until amounts 
payable are confirmed by FS. 




