Minutes March 3rd 2025 Kennethmont

Present- Andrew Beckley, Robin Baird, David Grant, James Grant, Tryphaena
Jordan, Paul Manning, Sharon Stoneman, Janice Smith (attending online)

Clir Goodhall.

5 community members online

Apologies and Declarations- Peter Johnson

Permission for recording- JS objected to recording / transcript being taken and
refused consent. TJ was not happy with the transcript being withdrawn. SS explained
that she was following instructions given by Marr- Kirsty McLeod and Janelle Clark.
Recording and transcript can not be done if one person refuses consent (Per
Establishment of Community Councils Guidance — Hybrid Meetings)

SS. Chat will be off for public during the meeting but otherwise questions at the end.
People attending online can use the “hands up” facility and will be referred to during
the public question time. Online attendees were reminded that it is not necessary to
give or use own name when signing into meeting online. All conversations to go
through the Chair, and no background conversations.

Proposal of previous minutes- Proposed by JG seconded AB. Approved.

Matters Arising

New Vice Chair- Appointment of new Vice Chair as TS resigned. AB and JG
nominated. AB selected as Vice Chair by vote. TS thanked for his past work over
the years.

Kennethmont Footpath- No update and CliIr G still chasing reply.

Correen Hills Wind Farm -RB informed us that the application is expected to go
ahead in March. Hoping to get an extension since Hill of Fare managed this on
several occasions. We have time still but there are approximately 700 pages in the
formal application to read once it is submitted. Consultation then goes to Marr Area.
We have a responsibility to get it shared with local communities.

Log Bank- 116 bags remain and contact with TS is to be made by email to collect.

Defibs- PM reported that all were ok on Saturday and should be fine until needing
updated around July.

Moss Wood- RCT is not involved with this. The football area needs TLC and
upkeep. Brian Beverley usually kindly helps with maintenance. 3 or 4 fruit trees to
be planted from Rhynie school. More information is needed about the Lease
Scheme. ClIr G will ask Legal team at Marr area. PM had cleared broken trees with
R Henderson and lan Smart. Thanks to them.

Local Place Plan- RB, TJ, SS will get clarification later and set up a meeting.
Emma Storey will give advice. Paul Ede (Place at the Table) will be contacted to see
if he can help. The public will be asked to contribute/ be involved.



Plants- We will apply for a Micro Grant. Every area CC is chasing plants which is
making acquisition difficult. TJ and RB had been researching suppliers and RB will
progress this.

Mains of Rhynie- TJ read reply to request for information and reported that really
nothing had changed. However, it may be that funding cuts will alter this.

Craig Quarry- There is a meeting at 1pm on Tuesday but you members of the
public cannot speak. Another meeting at Craig Castle on Thursday 12 noon to 4pm
with press and other media there; all encouraged to go. The proposed “hole” is to be
about 900 ft deep, great concern that this will be turned into landfill at the end of
quarry life.

Collithie/Ness Bogie- This had been a concern TS was handling. SS has
contacted Forestry for an update but no reply yet.

TONCC Web Site- This has not been fit for purpose for some time, it is outdated
and not user friendly. Renewal of fees are due around June. Proposed that we
change provider and involve young person from the schools to help. We need to
keep previous records which can easily be done and held for long time storage.
Agreed. RB and SS to progress.

Police Report- Nothing forthcoming.

Planning Applications - Seggieden, near Clatt, have application for agricultural
shed — no objections.

Aberdeenshire Clir Updates- Integrated Joint Board — Care cover,
pharmacies, GP’s and Dr’s. The areas must make up any shortfall in funding. Social
Care Partnership needing cuts. NI from Westminster is £11m hit. Proposed to always
cut streetlights off between 1am and 4 am in winter and at all times in summer.
However, this is not always cost efficient dependent on type of bulbs and time
clocks. Various complaints of gritters running every day when there is no indication
of frost orice. ClIr G will report this.

Correspondence-

Formal complaint received by Community Council- No action to be taken.
Code of Conduct - guidelines sent to all TONCC members to reread.

Letter from local community member - proposing sale of property to TONCC. Not
relevant as not something we could be involved with. Understood that they had
approached several other organisations with same idea. Tap O’ Noth farm sent email
opposing this idea. SS will reply that we will not be involved until Planning, if it were
to get that far.

Tall Ships- Some local youngsters have managed to get a place on this.

Treasurers report- RB informed that Insurance had been paid. Other agreed bills
settled. Remaining balance of £12675.34

Area Reports-




Kennethmont- Saturday 10 — 1pm Seed and tatties. Community Café 12th April
Seed Library.

JG to see if the spare picnic table could go to Distillery play area.
Gartly- Still trouble with water on road.

Clatt- Water run off over village hall doorway. Clatt village play area needs attention/
cleaning and maintenance. Road signs Boghead to Bankhead. Premnay road still
poor passing places.

Rhynie- PM and AB made a start on Tap O’Noth path but must avoid the nesting
areas along the footpath. Toilets need more volunteers. RCT have said that money
for toilet upkeep will be coming back to TONCC. SS to confirm and progress.

AOCB

Gordon Rural Action - They can act rather like CAB to give free advice and form

filling. Concern that rural areas are not taking up these benefits as much as Huntly.
Local awareness about their role seems limited Could a representative from GRA
come to a meeting to speak/increase local uptake of services. Agreed.

Conflicts of Interest-RB had been asked to join Vattenfall/Foundation Scotland
Board but declined feeling there could be a conflict of interest. Asked Clir G to clarify
COl. Conflict would be financial or planning implications. DG and JS are current
TONCC representatives on Vattenfall/Foundation Scotland. Asked was this done by
voting and when was this agreed by CC? When did PJ retire from it. DG thought it
was a year or so ago. TJ And SS to look back and see what is in records.

uestions

Query from member of public as to why captions are being withdrawn during meeting
and possible failure under Equalities Act for recording/captioning which is helpful to
those hard of hearing or deaf. SS Explained that the ruling advice came from Janelle
at Mar Office. Concern expressed about Establishment of Community Councils
Guidance and Equalities Act and how both marry together.

Query raised by members of the public that refusing to do a transcription and/or
recording could be considered discrimination. The loss of a transcript means that
TONCC secretary will experience increased difficulty with minute taking.

SS to seek further advice on these points.

Next Meeting 7th April Tin Hut, Gartly

Micro Grants
Plants -£500, RB to buy plants. Agreed
Speaker to enable hybrid meetings - £59.99. Agreed



