
AGM and Minutes of Meeting on 5th May 2025 at Rhynie.


Present. Andrew Beckley, Robin Baird, David Grant, Tryphaena Jordan, Peter Johnstone, 
Paul Manning, Sharon Stoneman. 


6 members of the public attended in person and 5 online.  Cllr Petrie attended online.


Apologies. James Grant, Janice Smith, Cllr Goodhall.


Welcome and introductions to AGM.  Meeting was not transcribed or recorded as PJ had 
stated that he did not wish this done going forward.  DG said that this should still be asked 
at every meeting.


AGM 


Approval of previous minutes Prop’ PM, seconded DG.


Chairperson report 


This was added on after agenda was issued as had been suggested.


Hybrid meetings now successfully in place.  The feedback from the community has been 
positive and makes the meetings more inclusive.  Thank you to AB for his technical 
expertise.


The set up of meetings is different.  Seating is arranged differently, refreshments are 
available and members of the public are able to contribute at appropriate times.  Public 
question time reintroduced.


There is a new system for keeping the Community Council accounts which is easy to 
maintain and pass on.


There is increased attendance at meetings by members of the public, both in person and 
online.


The defibrillators continue to be maintained and monitored – thank you to PM.


The log bank has been successful with many bags being distributed.  Thank you to Tony 
Smith and Marr Partnership.


The CC has been active in engaging with the community around the Windfarm proposals 
and representing the Community view.  The Questionnaire was successfully distributed and 
collated, in cooperation with the other two neighbouring Community Councils.


The CC has been kept aware of the Mains of Rhynie developments – thank you to Kate 
Beverly for this.


The wreaths were laid at Armistice – thank you to JG and the other CCs who attended.


We have new measures in place for minute writing.  When permission is not granted for 
transcript / recording we have been summarising each agenda item.


Micro grants have been distributed.  Looking at ways to monitor the benefit of these more 
clearly.


The CC is continuing to try to develop links in the community and represent their views.  
We welcome more suggestions as to how to further improve this.


Lots of individual work in the 4 parishes – thank you to all.




Treasurers report. 


RB gave a report on the state of finances.  Accounts are fully audited and paper copies 
distributed.  Email copies to follow to CC.  RB happy to clarify any points in accounts.   In 
Account £11369.09. There had been several micro grants awarded. There has been an 
additional payment in of £500.00 for cost of living rise, since the accounts were audited.  
Thanks to Bridgeton Bookkeeping for their work free of charge.


Breakdown of funds. Wetland Legacy         £1083.47


	 	             Defibrillator	          £2026.83


                                       Microgrants               £4767.13


                                       Unrestricted Funds  £3491.66   


Money in         £8525.00


Money out       £7224.32


Business meeting


Kennethmont Footpath.  Cllr G still awaiting update.  


Correen Hills Windfarm Proposal. FLS 2nd request only received an automative response, 
not aware of application submission. RB to push for via MP for a reply.


Log Report.  150 bags in stock and Marr hope to increase stocks in the future.


Defibrillators.  PM reported that he had checked and they were all working. On 27th April 
the Kennethmont one was taken out but not used as the ambulance arrived, and it was 
returned unused. All the pads will need renewing in September and a rough cost of £250 
for each defibrillator.  Will monitor the defibrillator available funds carefully, more 
fundraising may be needed.


Area By Moss Wood.  AB, and PM, have undertaken lots of clearing work Paul has mown 
around trees and the Brian Beverly has cut the main grass area.  Thank you for this as this 
incurred high costs previously. Further work to be carried out when birds are not nesting, 
including work on the Tap path.


Local Place Plan.  Still no further development and Janelle is retiring which may also 
make a difference.


Plants.  Phyllis Beverly has kindly offered to help allocate the plants when they arrive 
later in May. There has been a donation of £40 pounds. Any ideas for fund raising for next 
year would be welcome.


Rhynie Toilets.  JS replied to SS (In her capacity of RCT secretary) to say that RCT had 
signed and returned the contract to retain the toilets.  This was done after the RCT AGM, 
when PM asked that they be returned to the responsibility of TONCC.  SS had contacted 
Robin Henderson for further clarification and he responded saying that he had been on 
holiday when it was all done.  Further correspondence has been received from Colin 
Mumford saying they were under no obligation to return it in the future.  TONCC will 
consider this again for 26-27.  Two more volunteers have been found for assisting with 
cleaning the toilets. Thank you to them.




Pop up Bob. JG had reported that there had been a favourable response  in Kennethmont 
where Pop up Bob was stationed at either end and seemed to be working well. AB and TJ 
will site this next.


Policy for Hybrid meetings.  This has been distributed previously but not all had read it at 
the last meeting.  Some confusion as to the purpose of the Policy.  SS stated clearly that 
the decision to hold hybrid meetings had already been made, the policy is to clarify how 
they will be carried out.  The policy was suggested by Marr and will be added to our 
website. 5 Community Councillors agreed to adopting the policy, 2 did not.


Mains of Rhynie.  Kate Beverly continues to keep SS updated as to any progress.  It was 
reported that there had been no real update since the last meeting although some 
sampling type activities had been observed on the land.


Craig Quarry.  No updates.


Ness Bogie. No updates.


Police Reports. None.


Planning Applications. Ord Farm House new wing – still open to end of May.


Cllr Updates None.	 


Correspondence.  Janelle from Marr is retiring and will temporarily be covered by Tim 
Stevens of Kincardine.


Clatt School is formally closed. 


Usual correspondence from Marr, all distributed to CC.


Black Middens meeting notification for 5 and 6th May. Very short notice as only arrived this 
morning from Cabrach Trust. 


20 MPH Zones being looked at.


Pylon Money letters are being sent to people who may have existing pylons on their land. 
Offering upfront payment of compensation instead of yearly leases. Advice is to treat with 
caution.


Query received from a member of the public re how the TONCC reps are added to the 
Foundation Scotland panel and what their role is.  The person did not wish their identity 
shared.    Amanda Reid whished it known that she was not the sender of the letter.


DG replaced Tim Matthews (2021) DG explained what goes on and will see what he can 
report back to us.  Feedback is not usually given to TONCC so DG will check that this is 
allowed.  PJ nominated JS to join the Panel.  This has not been minuted.


There was confusion as some information was not available.  This will be added to next 
agenda and discussed again then.


 C Hammet asked if PJ nominated JS in a private capacity or as a member of TONCC – PJ 
not sure. There is information on Foundation Scotland website regarding when meetings 
are held. 


Area reports.




Rhynie. Complaints about bushes and roads which PM will look into. Still road signs left on 
verges, Cllr P to look into. Water pouring across Bogie Road from No1 . PM and TJ have 
been working to get this solved, there is conflict between private dwelling and council 
responsibility. The Saltire on Rhynie flag pole is tatty and Phyllis B and PM will deal with 
it . In meantime the Union flag will fly for VE Day. Wreath laying event on VE Day.


Gartly  Bus shelter needs cleaning Cllr P to look in to this.


Questions from the floor. 


Hybrid was much appreciated and made people feel included.


Next Meeting 2nd June at Clatt


Meeting closed.


Microgrants.


Huntly Youth club agreed to support application as nearly half of those attending are from 
our area.  Approved


Rannes hall flooring. Approved.


Additional


PJ announced that he is standing down after 17 years. Thanked for all his work over the 
years. 



